
Normalcy…April 3, 2020 
 
Teaching parents: 
 
**The learning boards for next week are active.  The link for the boards is here:   Camelot 
Learning Boards   The new learning board expectations are for April 6-8(three days) to allow 
students a parallel to our calendar for the Easter Break and continue to be familiarized with 
this new system of learning.  Learning Boards for the next week(April 14th-19th) will be 
active on Friday, April 10th.  A reminder that all Learning Boards will remain active for the 
duration of our online learning so learners can always go back and find tasks and complete 
or improve. 
 
**Don't forget the Encore activities when your learner has time.   The academic tasks can 
take quite a bit of time.   If those are filling your home school days, perhaps take a look at 
the art, music, PE, library and ACES activities on the weekend or during the upcoming 
holiday. 
 
**There have been many questions in regard to grading and accountability for students.  A 
reminder that during this time, the expectation is completion to the best of the learner's 
ability.  Grades should never be motivation for worthwhile learning labor..  Doing the best 
possible to grow as a learner is the goal, to be prepared for whatever is next and for success 
in life.   This is a great time to form a regimen of simply taking comfort in doing the best 
you can do.   A reminder also that grades at the 4th and 5th grade level have no bearing on 
later significant transcripts for college or other post K-12 pursuits.  Our evaluation is 
informative for parents and teachers to certify proper skill growth for later 
endeavors.   Doing the right thing, because it is the right thing to do applies here.  A learner 
should be simply encouraged to do the best they can, ask for assistance when it is difficult, 
and persist.  Habits for a lifetime that we can enhance in this time of challenge.   
 
**There have been many questions in regard to the duration of this way of learning.  As with 
so much, this will be dependent upon government and health professional direction.  Know 
that we will continue to observe protocols that keep all safe and healthy first, but investigate 
any way of delivering the most effective methods of instruction.  Whenever there is clarity in 
the future of school and related activities, we will communicate quickly and thoroughly.  As 
we evacuated lockers this week, we were saddened at the symbol, that we may not return to 
school this year.  But, we maintain hope - maybe a vaccine, or some other dynamic that 
allows for the human interaction that makes school, school.  We will stay optimistic, and live 
with the reality of the procedures that science merits. 
 
**Thanks to all who have responded to program selection  of MCL/Traditional for next 
year.  The deadline for response is Wednesday, April 8.  Link:  Selection of MCL/Traditional 
for 2020-2021 School Year 



 
**Fifth grade blue team locker and desk contents have been distributed.  Fourth grade 
purple and red team contents are in the front foyer and can be picked up any time between 
8-5 each day.   As more lockers are evacuated and bagged, your homeroom teacher will 
notify you when they are available. The front foyer will be open next week on Monday and 
Tuesday from 8-5 and Wednesday until noon. 
 
** Normalcy...that word is bandied about today for some personal comfort, somehow trying to 
portray and give sense to now...my six decades have given me experience in so many times 
when normalcy, when homeostasis, seemed to change...a nuclear crisis...JFK, RFK, MLK 
tragedies...Viet Nam...lunar walks...Iran crisis...the Berlin Wall and detente...Kuwait and then 
Iraq...recessions and bubbles...9-11...mass and school shootings..oh, and of course the Cubs 
winning a world series!!..it is good at this time to remember, our better angels have prevailed 
and found a better...normalcy is what we make of the situation, how we learn and grow, 
improving the human condition through necessity.  It is already evident in the good work and 
hearts of our teachers and staff whose entirety is connected to their service to children.  They 
are the exemplars of making normalcy new, better and positive.  I hear some say, we will 
return to normalcy and be fine.  No, we will have a new normalcy, and be better.   
 
Your willing and loyal servant to the Camelot and Brookings Community - Kevin 
 


